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GHATOTKACHA 


Ghatotkacha was one of the finest characters in the 
Mahabharata — affectionate and kind even though he was a 
Rakshasa. Perhaps that was because he was only half a Rakshasa, 
being the son of Bheema and the Rakshasi Hidimbaa. From his 
mother he learnt all the arts of the Rakshasas. From his father he 
inherited an affectionate and chivalrous temperament. He was 
an invaluable ally to the Pandavas in times of trouble — he 
appeared before them whenever they thought of him. 

The theme of Vatsala's wedding, a very popular one in South 
India, is much exploited in ballads and stories. It was 
Ghatotkacha, who with his Rakshasa hordes and their magical 
powers, made the wedding of Abhimanyu and Vatsala possible. 
This story is not found in the Mahabharata or in Sanskrit 
literature. It seems to have evolved at a much later date, as a 
legend, in Telugu and Kannada. The exponents of the art of 
Harikatha count this story as the most popular one in their 
repertoire and it has been handed down by word of mouth for 
generations. 

OurAmar Chitra Katha is derived partly from the Mahabharata 
and partly from the legend. 


Ds 


‘Retold by: Lakshmi Seshadri Artwork: Umesh Burande 
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THE KAURAVA PRINCES AND THE ORFHANED 
FANDAVA PRINCES WERE COUSINS. THEY GREW 
UP TOGETHER AT HASTINAFURA IN THE 
CHARGE OF THEIR: GRANP-UNCLE, BHEESHMA. 
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BUT THE KALIRAVAS WERE 
VEALOUS OF THEIR COUSINS. 


TOO LOVE 
THEM MORE 
THAN 146. 


JEALOUSY SOON TURNED INTO 
HATRED, DURYODHANA , THE ELDEST 
KAURAVA THOUGHT OF 
A WICKED PLAN. 


WE WILL 
4 SEND THEM 
у ТО VARANAVATA 
à TO LIVE IN 
THE HOUSE OF 
LAC. AND 
THEN SET 


WHEN THE PANDBAVAS ARRIVED AT 


VARANAVATA , YUDHISHTHIRA , THE 
ELDEST OF THEM TURNED TO 
THE OTHERS — 


THE FANDAVAS SECRETLY 
TUNNEL MADE FOR 


HAD A | 


BEFORE. 
WE LEAVE, 
WE MUST 

SET FIRE TO 
THIS HOUSE. 


2 
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WHEN THEY WERE DEEP IN THE | BHEEMA WAS THE STRONGEST 
OF THEM ALL. -— 


FOREST— 


JAM TIRED, 


> MOTHER. 


© м 


I KNOW. BUT 
WE CANNOT 
STOP NOW. 
BHEEMA,CAN YOU 

CARRY HIM 2 


WHEN THEY HAD TRAVELLED FAR YOU ARE ALL TIRED. | AM NOT. 
ENOUGH — р 727222 E YOU SLEEP. LL KEEP WATCH. 


SISTER 
HIDIMBAA! 


| SMELL 
HUMANS. 
BRING THEM 
HERE . WE 
SHALL FEAST 
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WHEN HIDIMBAA CAME IN SEARCH ОҒ THE FANDAVAS SHE SAW BHEEMA 
HOW HANDSOME HE 16! | |! SHALL CHANGE MYSELF % \ | 
| DON'T WANT ТО EAT & 

HIM. PLL MARRY HIM. “е | 


INTO A BEAUTIFUL 
GIRL. THEN HE WILL 


HIDIMBAA 15 LATE. HAS 
S6HE...? 15 SHE... ? NO 
IT CANNOT BE! 

YET | WONDER... 


PY, 
ҮШІ: C 
AS | SUSPECTED! 
Д SHE HAS CHANGED 
HER FORM AND 
IS MAKING · ¢ 


ЖЫ EYES AT THAT 
rN HUMAN. 


АА YA 
Ж Qo ЖҰ 


Пт): 


n = 
_HIDIMBA CHALLENGED BHEEMA AND THEY FOUGHT. THE NOISE AWOKE 
7 KUNTI. 
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KUNTI, HIDIMBAA AND YHDHIOHTHIRA 
RUSHED FORWARD. — 


BRAVE SON 
WILL WIN. 


a СЕ ИЕ 
HIDIMBA WAS KILLED. KUNTI NOW 
TURNED TO Ws 
HIDIMBAA. | 


ONE. NOW. 
LET ME 
MARRY 
YOUR SON, 
MOTHER. Ñ 


THAT WAS MY 

BROTHER. | LOVE 
YOUR SON. 
| DESERTED MY 

BROTHER FOR HIM. 


Do : YA MIN 
ЖС. 


KUNTI CONSULTED YUDHISH THIRA. 
NN SN E — 


ig Ç 
Ў LET HER 
Š MARRY . 
BHEEMA. 
a 


| 


SO BHEEMA MARRIED HIDIMBAA. 


$ "(| MISTRESS OF 


4 THIS FOREST. 


| . STAY HERE. 
(А — 
Д 


MOTHER. 


AS LONG AS 
YOU WISH. 
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HIPIMBAA WAS А DEVOTED DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. 


MOTHER, 
І MAY LIVE 
WITH YOU 
TILL YOUR 
@GRANPSON 
© BORN. 
THEN WE 


WILL HAVE 
TO FART. 


NOT LONG AFTER, BHEEMA'S SON, GHATOTKACHA, WAS BORN. BEING А 


RAKSHASA HE KNEW ALL THEIR MAGIC ANP WAS FLILL-GROWN 


FATHER! | AM THE 
LORD OF THIS 
FOREST. WHEN- 


>= s q A 
D TUN 


> “2 THE FANDAVAS WENT THEIR WAY AND 


GHATOTKACHA LIVED WITH HIS MOTHER 


SI IN THEIR FOREST. 
SS 
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| MANY YEARS PASSED BY. THE PANDAVAS BECAME THE RULERS OF 
INPRAPRASTHA WHERE THEY BUILT A BEAUTIFUL PALACE , YUDHISHTHIRA 
PERFORMED THE RAJASUYA SACRIFICE. THE KAURAVAS WERE 
JEALOUS OF THEIR SUCCESS. 


WE MUST DO I HAVE AN IDEA., 
SOMETHING. THE) LET US INVITER #7 
PANDAVAS ARE [YUDHISHTHIRANS 
TOO POPULAR TO PLAY £ 
AND PROSPEROUS.) DICE. ZA 


=s X| Қ» << 
ШІЛ Шы 


| WE WILL 


Na | 

NINI x Se D 

ІШ ІНІ 07У a ААК У — f MARK THE 

ш j о) C NS VM WA DICE AND 

[ CN ла) | T | CHEAT HIM. 
| Шы omi с S we Y C | ü N b Een n ex 


SO THE KAURAVAS INVITED THE 


PANDAVAS TO HASTINAPURA. 


e 


Ed 


z 


(SD A | 


"AP AV: 


p 


YUDHISHTHIRA LOST. 
THE PANDAVAS HAD 
TO LEAVE FOR THE 
| FOREST, WITH 
DRAUPADI, 


HE LOST HIS KINGPOM TOO. BUT HE 
CONTINUED TO PLAY. 
WILL YOU 


| AGREE TO GO 
TO THE FOREST F 
YA FOR 13 YEARS 

М IF YOU LOSE € 


S IF YOU WIN 
SEN: WA, 
RSS: 


PLL GIVE 2214 ІН 
‘GAAS 


5 ұта, 
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WHEN THEY HAD GONE, ARUUNA'S ON THE WAY TO DWARAKA— 
WIFE, SLIBHAPRA, А YADAVA PRINCESS, RESON == 
ТООК THEIR SON,ABHIMANYU, TO THE | ТЕН Абат 57: 

YADAVA KINGDOM. 


ABHIMANYU, YOUR 
UNCLE BALARAMA HAS 
GONE BACK ON HIS 

WORD. НЕ 15 GIVING 


МУ REPUTATION] 
IS AT STAKE. 
LET US GO TO 


QUICKLY, 
ABHIMANYU. 
| DON’T 
FEEL 


ANAN, 


BUT ABHIMANYU WAS 
UNDAUNTED. 


| * DURYODHANA'S SON. 
í 
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ALAS! — 
HOW DID 

A MERE 
HUMAN | 
OVERPOWER ya 


ОЕ ВНЕЕМА, 
THE 
PANDAVA. IAM 
ARJUNA’S 
WIFE, 
SUBHADRA... 


STOP! ABHIMANYU! 
HE IS YOUR 
UNCLE ВНЕЕМАФ 


BROTHER ! 
FORGIVE. 


ME! | DIP 
NOT 
KNOW 


Y 
QUT 7771 
Д П) 
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SUBHADRA TOLD HER STORY. 


Ба 


(SISTER! MY BROTHER, 
s BALARAMA, HAS 


GONE BACK ON HIS 


Em WE ARE. ` 
SV GOING TO 
DWARAKA 


IS IN EXILE, VATSALA 


BUT NOW THAT т? 
IS TO MARRY 


LAKSHMANA, TO TRY 
THE SON AND 
PREVENT IT. 


Ae 


b DON’T WORRY, MOTHER! | 22 
5-1 TAKE OUR GUESTS | 
HOME.. ! WILL 
SETTLE THIS 
MATTER. 


ж 
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WHEN HE HAD 
FINIGHED – 


THEN мат ЖТТ РУЛ 


(| GHATOTKACHA CALLED HIS 
+=] RAKSHASA 


| THE RAKSHASAS WENT TO DWARAKA AND BOUGHT UP ALL 
THE SHOPS. THEN — 


| TA 


UNBELIEVABLE! 
SHOPS IN 
DWARAKA 

i EXCHANGE OLD: 


THE KALIRAVAS WHO HAD COME FOR THE WEDDIN 
FLOCKED TO THE SHOPS. NOVEL WAY 


OF ENTER- 
TAINING 
THE BRIDE- 
= GROOM’S 


$i Aa 
"m 
ce 


s= 
o» = Z 
2 


70 
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ABHIMANYLU"S DOWN AND 


MESSAGE. 


ANWHILE GHATOTKACHA ENTERED VATSALA’S ROOM. 
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F T = >”, л М «аы 

=. МІ, ICOME S 

Y 1) D ANE 0, FROM 
UM ЖУ ОҢ, ABHIMANYU! 


READ 


GHATOTKACHA PICKED UP 
VAFSALA'S BED AND FLEW 
DO NOT BE OUT OF THE WINDOW, 
AFRAID. Т) I 


YOU SHALL 
SOON BE 
WITH 
--АВНІМАМУО 


Ç 
AY 
D 


WI TOS [f 


SW YN 
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CHATOTKACHA LEFT VATSALA WITH 
ABHIMANYU AND RETURNED TO DWARAKA. 


AND TAKE 


SSSA ? m 


Bui rs A | 


| SHALL NOW 
SQUEEZE HIS 
HAND TILL 


EAKS. / 52222 


— — 555525 2222 
ТАСКА SEIS 


BOS OSS SOC SY 


NS SSS OSS < 
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YE KSHMANA’S 
TOTKACHA SQUEEZED LA 
5 SO HARD THAT HE FAINTED. 


AND GHATOTKACHA FLEW 
AWAY WITH HIS MEN. 


COME! OUR = 
| WORK 15 РОМЕ. 
LET US GO! 
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THE NEXT DAY; SUBHADRA ARRIVED АТ DWARAKA 
WITH ABHIMANYU AND HIS BRIDE. 


ху >= pe 
—_— 


tà 1 
AKA 
Ў BROTHER ! BLESS 
Í THEM! THEY . Y 
WERE. MARRIED | 
YESTERDAY, ІШ М JA 
THANKS TO AWI /] M 
GHATOTKACHA. AM ДУ, 


ЖУ U 


FATHER! 
FORGIVE. МЕ! > 
| LOVE Š 

М І АМ SORRY 
ABHIMANYU A SISTER! 


| SHOULD HAVE / 
KNOWN (ё 
BETTER. 


IMANYU LIVED HAPPILY AT 
DWARAKA WITH VATSALA АУР SUBHADRA. 
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KINGDOM. SO THE PANDAVAS COLLECTED THEIR ARMIES TO FIGHT 
THEM. LORD KRISHNA WAS ON THE = 


SIDE OF THE FANDPAVAS— J 
ST (ШЕ T 


AM 


Сх 


BHEEMA! YOU 
MUST CALL „+ Ж 
GHATOTKACHA. Wia 


YOU AGREE, A 
KRISHNA F 24 


XN I 


KG 


A FATHER ! 
Y HERE I AM! 


GHATOTICACHA APPEARED WITH HIS 
RAKSHASA FORCES dvs 


b= 
ы 
w 


L YES. HE HELPED MY 
м SISTER SUBHADRA 
> ШЛЕМ SHE Е 


x 
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THE MAHABHARATA WAR BEGAN. ON THE FOURTH DAY OF THE WAR, 
KING BHAOADATTA ATTACKED BHEEMA. 


EA | WSH 
ОНАТОТКАСНА 
WERE. HERE 


| TO HELP МЕ. 


mr yA 

ШЕТІ ЕШ! 
@HATOTKACHA AT ONCE CAME 
TO BHEEMA'S HELP 


THEY KILLED SO MANY KAURAVAS THAT 
DURYODHANA SOUNDED THE RE TREAT. 


ме 
M SN : 
= @ а геу) A Moe Ж "ac E 17 z / 


А ADY 
em 


DONE 
` WELL 
YA TODAY, 
S GHATOTKACHA. 
„4 ШЙ 


P 
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THE NEXT DAY, BHAGADATTA 
| RETALIATED BY ATTACKING THE 
PANDAVAS AND KILLING MANY ОҒ 


@GHATOTKACHA, CAME THERE. 
THE KAURAVAS SAW MANY 
OF THEIR FRIENDS LYING 
DEAP. 


Ыы 


fa SA), 


DIE ALL OF fe 
A SUDDEN? 4 


WH...WHAT... 


ҒА к / HOW ? LET 
NW у U US SAVE 
2 7% (Т OUR LIVES! 
jet Ñ 1 


МОТ REALISING THAT IT WAS MERELY AN ILLUSION, 
THEY RAN AWAY FROM THE BATTLEFIELD. 
<a = HA! HA! HOW EASILY 


, THEY WERE 4 
SA TRICKED. 898 
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ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE WAR, 
KISHA MA VYA WAS KILLED. 


UVAYAPRATHA WAS THE CAUSE OF ABHIMANYL1'S DEATH. ARJUNA 
SWORE TO KILL HIM BY SUNSET NEXT DAY. 


SUCCEED, 
I WILL KILL 


MYSELF! 


МАУАРЕАТНА 
FROM N | 
ARJUNA. (NI 

A 


WILL. KILL 
HIMSELF 
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EXT РАУ, ARJUNA, == 
BEFORE SUNSET THE NEKT DAY, SS 
WITH LORD KRISHINA’S HELP, KILLED JAYADEATHA. ea 


| Ке; 
EDU KS 
WU 


Bag YOU HAVE NOT FOUGHT 
SWELL. THAT IS WHY 
| JAYADRATHA WAS 


| ( PA KILLED. 


J DON’T BLAME 
LIS.WE. DID 
OUR BEST. 


| GO BACK AND 

/ CONTINUE THE 

! BATTLE TILL 
| JAYADRATHA 
| IS AVENGED. 
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DRONA AND KARNA FOUGHT ӨО WELL THAT THE FANDAVAS WERE 
HARD-PRESSED. YUPHISHTHIRA CALLED ARJUNA AND ERISHNA. 


MY ARMIES (ІТ 16 NOT YET 
SUFFER! TIME FOR 
ARJUNA TO 


LORD KRISHNA SENT FOR 
GHATOTKACHA.WHEN HE САМЕ — 


id АА | shall EASILY | 
но << DEFEAT KARNA | 


INCREASES 


21 
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AMBAE 
NN 
ES 
К^ 
ES 


Фуу 


AQ AM e 
A ГАР = A 


HE HURLED A эзле Ni Re 14€ YA М 
x , Y $ > UNES t 
CHAKRAYUDHA AT М а | — a 5% БС 


* DISC. 
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KARNA DESTROYED IT WITH ARROWS, SMILING ALL THE TIME. 


@GHATOTKACHA CREATED A MOUNTAIN 
BY HIS MAGIC. FROM THE MOUNTAIN 
uw CAME STREAMS OF WEAPONS. 


> 


KARNA DESTROYED THE» MOUNTAIN WITH THE 
VAURA ASTRA” | === == 


КҮК ¿` | -4 
h AN = АЗ 


+ THE VAJRA ASTRA /5 HARD LIKE A THUNDERBOLT 


AND CAN BREAK EVEN MOUNTAINS. 
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OHATOTEACHA MADE A PARK CLOUD WHICH RAINED DOWN STONES. 


i 1 Мер х if il) 


I " 
BLEW IT AWAY WITH А МАУС ASTRA. 


“AYU ASTRA 
PRODUCES A 
STRONG WIND Аб 
IT 15 GUIPED BY 
THE GOD 
OF WIND. 


@HATOTKACHA SENT TREES FLYING KARNA DESTROYED 
THEM WITH ARROWS. 


AT HIM. 


ТА 
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GHATOTKACHA FELL DOWN AS 
IF DEAD. 7 


шыу 


THE PANPAVA SOLDIERS 
GRIEVED. 


5 - 
| N 4 
ANG) 2 
SS K Zs : 5 


SUDDENLY THERE WERE 
GHATOTKACHAS EVERYWHERE. 


КАЛМА SHOT ARROWS AT 
THEM ALL. 


| 


=. 


Ж | 
ЖА 
LA 
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GHATOTEACHA OPENED HIS MOUTH 
WIDE AND SWALLOWED 
THE ARROWS. 
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THEN HE BECAME INVISIBLE AND THE EXC KALIRAVA FORCES 
SENT SHOWERS OF FIERY EXC TO KARNA. 


SAVE LIO, YOUR ARROWS 

“©. ARE NOT 
POWERFUL 
ENOUGH, 


Wa 
А 
/ 


Wain 970) Won 


4 


‘bed 


YOU ARE 
OUR 
PROTECTOR. 


USE YOUR 
Y SHAKTI f 


a IT 15 MY WEAPON. 
IT WILL KILL S 
ANYONE . BUT 
YOU CAN USE IT 
ONLY ONCE. IT 
WILL. RETURN 
TO ME AFTER THAT. 
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KARNA HESITATED TO USE THE SHAKTI. Қ 


P 
fit Saw 
ga 156 
| 


= 
и. 


I MUST МОТ 
WASTE ІТ. 


WE CAN'T 
SEE THE 


YET THE 


WEAPONS NO 
4 : - Әр roii 


| CAN'T LET 
OUR 
WARRIORS 
SUFFER. 


2 te is 
VARNEY 
AN 

mS 
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KARNA PICKED UP THE SHAKTI AND THREW IT. | | | 


FATA Р КЕ) 
ias = » 2 ў 
>, a SS 2 Y > 
K М EE И | ud 


=з „ы 
e 


<> 


Da 


SD 
е 


% 
2 
Й Y 
/ 
& 
q NL š 
У 
» 
» 
7 


ы ОУ 


IT ENTERED GHATOTEACHA'S HEART AND WENT UP TO HEAVEN 
AS A FLASH OF LIGHT. г TURN] 
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< А AG А 
GHATOTEACHA: KNEW HE WAS AND FELL,CRUSHI | 
DYING. HE MADE HIS BODY WHOLE KAURAVA REGIMENT | 
ENORMOUS, UNDER HIM. | 
VUMPED INTO YE 


m 
> 
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ALAS! GHATOTKACHA, 
MY BRAVE CHILD! 
HOW CAN YOU 
с SMILE, KRISHNA 2 


YUDHISHTHIRA TOOK GHATOTEACHA'S 
HEAD ON HIS LAP AND WEPT, WHILE 
KRISHNA LOOKED ON, SMILING. 


= = 
ТЖЕ x1 ri D 
im 3 ж 


É 


Š 


j 
X OU 
v 


ОНАТОТКАСНА HAS 
SAVED ARJUNA. 
KARNA’S SHAKTI 
IS SPENT. NOW 
А == 2 ; HE IS Pewee Eee 
Seas 2 52 IL u : 
L XX a TO KILL ARJ 


EVEN IN HIS HE DIED_IN 
DEATH А GOOD 
GHATOTKACHA CAUSE. HIS 
DEATH 
WILL BE 


JUSTIFIED 


t 


A Ж ч. | - x ҮТ "mds 
Ж Rd т D 
У 7% : : 31 
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